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WELCOME TO EAST MIDDLE SCHOOL! 

 
West Seneca East Middle School has a proud history of providing a developmentally responsive middle-level 
education for each of our children.  Our goal is social, emotional, and academic growth for all of our students. 
Each year our middle school students demonstrate academic achievement and success through the number of 
awards they win, and through their participation and involvement in clubs, athletics and service both in school 
and in the community.  
 
In order to maintain an environment that is conducive to learning and student success, we must have the 
support and cooperation of everyone within the school community.  It is through communication that we stay 
connected and provide information necessary to be successful in all that we do.  To that end, we have provided 
this agenda which outlines the standards and expectations of our school and provides a means by which daily 
assignments can be recorded in order for you to be successful throughout the school year.  This agenda will 
also assist you in organizing your work/assignments, up-coming tests, and long-term projects as well as, 
athletic events, club meeting times, and other special events. 
 
Our team at the middle school is committed to helping you meet your goals and provide you with an exceptional 
education.  It is important that you become a student who takes an active role in your learning and the school 
itself.  Find a club or activity to join.  Take pride in yourself and your school.  We have an excellent faculty and 
staff who are committed to providing you with a positive educational experience. 
 
It is very important for you to know and understand the information provided in this agenda.  Please take some 
time with your parents to read through the agenda.  If you have questions or concerns about any of the 
information found here, please be sure to contact the Main Office or your school counselor for clarification.  
 
There are so many opportunities available to you, take advantage of them, for they will make your experience 
that much more enjoyable.  Be responsible, demonstrate self-discipline, and respect others. With strong 
parental and community support, excellent teaching, and a safe, structured and supportive learning 
environment, I believe that each of you will excel and have a positive and productive experience here at East 
Middle School.  Please help us to make your middle school years among the best years of your life. 
 
 
Dr. Sharon M. Loughran                          Mr. Ryan J. MacKellar  
Principal             Assistant Principal 

 
 

THIS AGENDA BELONGS TO 
 

Name: __________________________________________ 

Home Room ____________    Grade_______  Team _____________ 

 

West Seneca East Middle School 
 

Student Agenda 2020 - 2021 

 

“Educating today’s learners…creating tomorrow’s leaders” 
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East Middle Vision and Mission 
 

Mission Statement 

The mission of the West Seneca Central School District is to provide a diversified educational 
program, which will produce literate, caring, ethical, responsible, and productive citizens 
who are capable of adapting to change. 
 

Beliefs 

1. All children have the right to a learner-centered education that promotes and 
supports intellectual, emotional, physical and social growth and ensures 
opportunities for achievement at their highest potential. 

2. Education requires the commitment of students, staff, parents, the board of education 
and the community. 

3. Higher expectations lead to higher levels of achievement. 
4. Literacy skills are fundamental to student achievement. 

 

The East Middle School Philosophy 
East Middle School exemplifies a concept designed to provide a bridge between the 
elementary level and high school, which attempts to meet the needs of children “in the 
middle.”  Essential elements of middle level education include interdisciplinary teaming, a 
wide range of exploratory activities, and a curriculum which focuses on skills for continued 
learning and personal development. 
 
Students are assigned to grade level teams for core classes (Math, Science, Social Studies, and 
English).  In addition to the core classes, students will also be scheduled for classes in Art, 
Physical Education, Music, Home & Careers, World Languages, and Technology. Beyond the 
regular classroom East Middle School also offers a range of accelerated programs for the 
academically gifted students, as well as, Academic Intervention Services (AIS) for students 
in need of extra assistance. 
 
Everything at East Middle School is focused on giving the student a positive experience and 
academic success.  The most important facet of the students’ success at school is parental 
involvement.  It is the linking together of students, faculty and staff, parents, and the 
community that make East Middle School a model middle school accepting the challenges of 
middle level education. 
 

Goals 

 To establish a healthy environment while providing students with the assistance 
necessary for success and happiness in school and for future success and happiness 
in life. 

 To provide students with a variety of opportunities for academic achievement, 
recreational activities, and development of personal interests and enrichment. 

 To provide many types of experiences that leads to growth in knowledge, 
understanding, and effective individual and group living. 

 To provide opportunities to explore creative activities in order to discover and 
develop abilities. 

 To design materials that are relevant to the needs and interests of the students.  
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Student Agenda Policy 

Student agendas are issued to all students at no charge at the beginning of each school year.  
The intent of the agenda is to provide students with important policy, program, and 
procedural information.  The contents of the agenda will be reviewed with all students 
annually.  It is the responsibility of students who are absent from this presentation to contact 
one of the administrators.   
 
Students are expected to share this information with their parents/guardians. In this way, 
students and parents will be aware of the requirements for success at East Middle. The 
agenda is designed to assist students in organizing their class work and assignments.  
Students will be expected to use the agenda to record important class information, such as 
homework (with due dates), tests dates, and upcoming assignments.  It is expected that 
students will have their agendas in their possession throughout the school day.   
 
The agenda is expected to remain intact and in good repair for the entire school year.  
Students who have lost, defaced or destroyed their agenda books or removed sections 
of the Code of Conduct will be required to purchase a replacement for $5.00. 
 

Civil Rights 

The West Seneca Central School District is an Equal Opportunity Employer.  District officers 
and employees shall not discriminate against any student, employee or applicant on the basis 
of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, political affiliation, sex, sexual orientation, age, 
marital status, veteran status, or disability.  It is the policy of the Board of Education to ensure 
compliance with the regulations listed in Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  
Any member of the West Seneca Central School District staff or any pupil or parent believing 
discrimination has occurred on the basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, 
political affiliation, sex, sexual orientation, age, marital status, veteran status, or disability 
should address questions and complaints to a District Compliance Officer. 
Address: 675 Potters, West Seneca, NY 14224 
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Entering the Building 
 
The safety and security for everyone at East Middle School is extremely important to 
us.  Although we understand that you may be in a hurry from time to time, we appreciate 
your full cooperation and understanding in adhering to the protocols that we have set in 
place for entering the building. 
 

 The ONLY entry point for visitors during school hours will be at the Main Office 
(located in the circle, door #32) 

 You MUST show photo identification to the exterior camera before you are granted 
access to the building (NO EXCEPTIONS) 

 Once you are buzzed in, you will need to sign the Visitor’s Log and you will receive a 
temporary Visitor’s Pass 

 Please make sure that your Visitor’s Pass is visible to our staff as you travel the 
building 

 Visitors MUST return to the main office and sign out before leaving the building 
    

*All visitors must show valid photo identification to the exterior camera  
 then sign in to the Main Office. 

 
The East Middle School Day 
Building opens for students………………………………………… 7:45 a.m. 
Homeroom…………………………………………………...................... 7:50 a.m. – 8: 08 a.m. 
Classes begin…………………………………………….…………......... 8:10 a.m. 
First dismissal………………………………………………………....... 2:27 p.m. 
Second dismissal………………………………….………………........ 3:40 p.m. 
Sports buses…………………………………………………….….......... 4:30 p.m. 
 
 

Students who have all of their work completed and have no disciplinary obligations 
 are dismissed at 2:27 p.m.  Students who have to complete work, get extra help  

or stay for disciplinary issues are dismissed at 3:40 p.m.   
Transportation is provided at each dismissal. 

 
Building Hours 
The school day begins at 7:50 a.m. and concludes at 2:27 p.m. Please DO NOT drop off your 
student before 7:45 a.m. Students are expected to be supervised by an adult when in the 
building after school. 
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Important Information   
 

 

Telephone Contact Numbers         Possible Reasons to Call 
Attendance Office             677-3531 
Mrs. Redfern 
 

Reporting an Absence 
Please call or email - preferably the night 
before or early in the morning prior to      
8:00 a.m. 
Direct Attendance Line   677-3559 
 

Return to School Excuses  
1. Traditional hand written note 
2. Preprinted Home to School form  
3. Absence Notification through email     

 Report student absence 
 Written excuses for early 

dismissal or past absence 
 Emergency student messages 

Main Office                         677-3532 
Senior Clerk •  Ms. Hoeltke 
Clerk • Mrs.  Kowalewski  

 Building use 
 Visitor Policy 
 Free/Reduced Lunch Program 

Health Office:                      677-3564 
Nurse: Mrs. Boxler 

 Student physicals  
 Medications 

Student Support Center: 677-3537 
Clerk Mrs. Stachowiak 
 
Counselors 
Mrs. Canaple                      677-3539 
    6th Grade 
 
Mr. Yokom                           677-3538 
    7th Grade 
 
Mrs. Parzych                       677-3567 
    8th Grade 
 
Social Worker  
Dr. Scozzaro                        677-3536 
 

 Request homework for 
students who are ill  
(Please call by 9:00 a.m.) 

 Schedule parent/teacher 
conference 

 Student and family support 
services 

 Issues/concerns regarding 
interactions or conflict with 
other students 

 Bus issues 

Psychologist                         677-3566 
Mrs. Hubbard 

 Special Education regulations 
and compliance 

School Resource Officer (SRO)  677-3549 
Officer Rybak - WSPD 

 School Safety and student 
support 
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East Middle ● Behavior Expectations 
 

  

Be Respectful 
 

 
Be Responsible 

 
Be Your Best 

 
 
 

Classroom 

Raise hand when 
responding 

Be prepared with 
all materials and 
assignments that 
are due 

Be prepared and 
ready to learn 

Be prepared with 
assignments that are 
due 

Communicate with 
your teachers 
about work when 
you have missed a 
class 

Take pride in your 
work 

 

Bus 
 

Face forward and 
stay in your seat and 
assigned sections. 
 
5/6 seated in front 
half 
 
7/8 seated in back 
half 

Listen to your bus 
driver at all times. 
They are 
responsible for 
your safety 

Say “hello” and 
“thank you” to your 
driver 

 
 

Cafeteria 
 

Be courteous and 
patient as you wait 
in the lunch line 

Clean up your area 
Create a positive 
community at your 
table 

Listen, be polite, and 
follow the directions 
lunch monitors 

Keep your table 
neat and 
belongings 
organized and 
secure 

Be kind and 
sensitive to the 
needs of all students 
 
Say “please” and 
“thank you”  

 
 

Hallway 
Bathroom 

Locker Room 
 

Keep the shared 
areas clean and 
orderly 
 

Keep your lockers 
and belongings 
organized and 
secure 

Keep the bathrooms 
and locker rooms 
well kept 

Walk orderly and 
keep to your right 
hand side when 
walking down the 
halls 

Travel to classes 
within the 
designated time 
and utilize hall 
passes efficiently 

Keep your hands off 
other people and 
their property 
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West Seneca Central School District  
Code of Conduct 

 
 
The West Seneca Central School District Code of Conduct can be found in its entirety on our 
district web page as well as the student planner. The link is found by navigating to the 
district tab on the school district webpage. https://www.wscschools.org/WS.   
 

Discipline/Behavioral Expectations 
 
Dress Code Policy 
All students are expected to be well groomed and neatly dressed at all times. We take pride 
in the appearance of our students. Student dress shall in no way be so extreme as to be 
distracting or disruptive to the educational process of the school. The following will be 
considered as unacceptable dress for our students:  
 

1. Messages on clothing, jewelry, and personal belongings that relate to drugs, alcohol, 
tobacco, sex, vulgarity, or that reflects adversely upon persons because of [their race 
or ethnic group] any one of their protected rights are not permitted. 

2. Shorts, skirts and dresses are considered too short if when holding one’s hands at 
one’s side, that hem or cuff does not reach the fingertips or beyond. 

3. Mid-cut shirts/tops that reveal the midriff are not acceptable. Tank tops are not 
acceptable unless worn with another shirt that provides appropriate coverage. Racer 
Back shirts / tank tops, sleeveless blouses that provide appropriate coverage are 
acceptable. 

4. Displaying of undergarments (bras, boxers, underwear, etc.) is not permitted. 
5. Hats may not be worn in the building. 
6. Footwear is required and should be safe and appropriate for special area classes. 
7. Wearing of a scent that has negative impact on others. 
8. Chains, spikes, dangerous or sharp jewelry of any kind (including piercings) are not 

permitted 
 
NOTE: The building administrators shall be responsible for informing all students and their 
parents of the dress code at the beginning of the school year.  
 
Students who violate the student dress code shall be required to modify their appearance by 
covering or removing the offending item, and if necessary or practical replacing it with an 
acceptable item. Any student who refuses to do so shall be subject to discipline, up to 
and including in-school suspension for the day. Any student who repeatedly fails to 
comply with the dress code shall be subject to further discipline, up to and including 
out-of-school suspension. 
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Late for Class Policy 
Students who are late to class three times without a signed pass from a teacher or office 
personnel will receive detention. The late to class “rule” applies equally to all students.  

 
Backpacks 

Backpacks/book bags/messenger bags are NOT to be carried in school from 7:50 a.m. – 

2:27 p.m. 
 

Disruptive Items 
Some items that students bring to school have been determined to be disruptive to the 
educational process. Some of these items include, but are not limited to; iPods, laser pointers, 
electronic recorders, MP3 players, radios, tape players, cameras, video games, cell phones, 
electronic paging devices.  If a student brings any of these items to school, or if any item 
is found to be the cause of interruption to the learning process, they will be confiscated 
and returned to parent/guardian. These items are to be secured in the students’ locker 
and turned off.  
NOTE: Students who bring any valuable items include phones and electronic devices to 
school do so at their own risk and assume liability should they become broken or missing. 

 
Phone Use 
We recognize that some parents wish to have their children carry cell phones to school. Cell 
phone use is NOT permitted during the school day. Any cell phone should be turned off and 
secured in the student’s locker until dismissal. Improper use of a cell phone will result in 
confiscation. Upon a second confiscation, cell phones will only be returned to parents.  
Phones are available in all classrooms for students to use at the discretion and under the 
supervision of the classroom teacher. Students may not use telephones without the 
permission and supervision of an adult. Students will not be removed from class for 
parent messages unless an emergency exists. Please do not text or call your child on 
their cell phone during the school day. If an emergency exists, please call the main office 
for assistance. 

 
Textbooks 
The West Seneca School District furnishes textbooks to all students.  All textbooks are 
numbered, recorded, and examined by the student and teacher when issued.  Responsibility 
for the care of all textbooks rests with the student.  Loss or damage to books will result in 
repayment to the school district.  A notice is given in June to any student that has fines due.  
Textbooks will not be issued in the fall to any student who owes money for fines. 
 

Lockers 
Each student will be assigned a lock and a locker at East Middle.  The locker is a safe storage 
area for clothing, books, etc.  Students are not to share lockers.  If a combination is given to a 
fellow student, you increase the chances that you will have problems with locker security.  It 
is imperative that students keep their combination private.  If you have any locker problems 
notify your homeroom teacher immediately.   The school is not liable for lost or stolen 
items.  Gym lockers are also assigned.  These, too, are secure.  If you have something of value 
– lock it up or leave it home! 
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Locks 
Locks will be provided by the West Seneca Central School District.  Do NOT share your 
combination with anyone else. If your lock is lost or stolen you will be expected to pay for its 
replacement.  The cost of a new lock is $6.00. You may bring your own lock from home only 
for physical education class, and must be removed at the end of each class period. A school 
issued lock is the only lock permitted to be on a students’ hall locker. 

*All locks remain the property of the school. 
Lockers may be opened and inspected at any time by school personnel. 

 

Auditorium and Assemblies 
Proper assembly behavior is important. Students should move with their class in an orderly 
and quiet manner.  Do not stop at the lavatory, locker, or drinking fountain on the way.  
During the programs students are to show respect and courtesy to the performers and their 
fellow students.  The standards of proper classroom behavior will be enforced.  Dismissal 
from the auditorium is from the rear, one row at a time, as directed by the teachers. 

*NO FOOD/DRINKS ARE PERMITTED IN THE AUDITORIUM* 
 

Bus Transportation 
Bus transportation is a privilege.  The Code of Conduct applies to the school bus and bus 
stop. Any behavior that causes the driver to be distracted from the task of safely delivering 
students to and from school or endangers others will be dealt with as a disciplinary matter.  
This may include detention and/or removal from the bus. Grade 5&6 students are required 
to sit in the front half of the bus and are NOT ALLOWED in the back. Grade 7&8 students 
should sit in the back half of the bus.  
While we do not encourage it, there may be child supervision situations requiring a need for 
student(s) to ride another bus.  All students involved in alternate transportation need to 
provide a note to the office signed by the parents or guardians. (In other words, 
Administration should receive TWO NOTES)  The office will contact you to verify your 
approval should we have any questions.  All requests go through the administrators’ office. 
Notes must be submitted prior to 9:00 a.m. 
 

Cafeteria Manners 
Please remember that the cafeteria is a restaurant. Our cafeteria staff is dedicated to 
providing healthy and affordable meals and they deserve our respect. Cafeteria behavior is 
based on respect and responsibility towards each other, the adults in the cafeteria and for 
their own eating areas. Students are expected to behave in the cafeteria making it an 
enjoyable and safe environment.  Students should remain seated at their table unless they 
are returning trays or disposing of trash. Screaming and yelling are not acceptable. Any food 
not eaten should be disposed of in the trash containers.  The tables and floor should be free 
of food and trash.  Failure to follow expectations may result in having your seat changed, 
assigned detention or removal from our cafeteria, including breakfast.  
Students must have a pass to leave the cafeteria.  
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Debts 
Items such as locks, lockers, and books, placed in your care during your time at East Middle 
are your responsibility.  If you lose or damage these items, you must pay to replace them.  
Debts may also include money owed from PTO and Student Fundraisers, lost books or 
outstanding lunch charges. Reports/Records may not be released for students with 
outstanding debts. Payment should be made by check or money order payable to “West 
Seneca Central School District.” 
 

Academics     
 

Homework 
Homework is a very important part of the learning process and has an effect on students 
passing or failing classes.  Homework assignments may be counted as a grade and in some 
cases late assignments may be allowed with reduced credit.  Students should expect to 
receive homework at least 4 nights a week, and are expected to bring their completed 
homework assignments to classes each day.  It is also expected that students put forth a 
genuine effort to turn in “high quality” homework.  A student’s failure to complete homework 
can result in assignment to Afterschool Detention or Lunch Detention. 
 

Progress Reports 
Progress Reports are available on the parent portal at 5 weeks, 15 weeks, 25 weeks, and 35 
weeks.  The purpose is to alert parents of their child’s progress at the halfway point of each 
marking period. The Parent Portal becomes available for viewing at the end of the first 5 week 

reporting period. 
 

More frequent progress reports can be requested through the Student Support Center.  
Students will pick up the report on Friday and return the signed report on Monday morning. 

 
Report Cards 
Report cards are available on the Parent Portal at 10 weeks, 20 weeks, 30 weeks, and 40 
weeks. They are accessible through the Parent Portal Login Page on the main page of our 
district website https://powerschool.wscschools.org/public/home.html. The 40 week report 
card will be mailed home, and the 10, 20, and 30 week will be mailed by request only.  
 
A list of honor students is published each marking period.                            
High Honors (95% & above), Honors (90% to 94.99%) and Merit (85% to 89.99%). 

 

New York State Assessments 
All students in grades 5-8 will take the New York State Assessments in English/Language 
Arts (ELA) and Mathematics. In addition, students in 8th grade will also take the NYS Science 
Written and Performance Assessment. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://powerschool.wscschools.org/public/home.html
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Promotion Policy 
Promotion to the next grade is determined by the student’s academic achievement in each of 
the 4 quarters combined with their final examination scores. Students must have a passing 
final average (65 or better) in order to receive course credit.  The average for 40 -week core 
courses (English, Math, Science, Social Studies) is computed by adding the grades for all four 
quarters plus the final exam and then dividing by 5 (for grades 6-8 only).  Failure to perform 
up to passing standards can cause a student to be retained or attend a summer remediation 
program. 

The Academic Subjects – English Language Arts, Mathematics, 
Science, and Social Studies – must be passed. 

 

 
Grades 5-8: Students who fail one academic subject will be promoted to the next grade level. 
Students who fail two or three academic subjects will not be promoted to the next grade 
level unless they attend an approved Summer School Program. Failure to attend a Summer 
School Program may result in a grade retention.  Students who fail all four, must repeat the 
same grade level classes (including courses passed) and will be assigned to an appropriate, 
same grade level homeroom. 
 

For courses that end with a Regents Exam, students must earn a minimum final grade of 65% 
in order to receive state credit.  Passing ONLY the state test does not automatically 
guarantee a student will pass the class and receive course credit. 
 

We monitor student progress every 5 weeks and contact parents and students in a variety of 
ways regarding promotional status.  It is important for parents and students to make use of 
our many programs that assist in student achievement. 
NOTE: If you do not have access to Parent Portal, it is the responsibility of the 
parent/guardian to contact Student Support Services (677-3537) for hard copies of 
progress reports and report cards. 

 
Student Records 
Parents of students under 18 and students over 18 have a right to request access to school 
records that deal with academic grades, standardized tests, health and family data and, 
attendance records. Requests may be made to the Principal.  Upon receipt of the request, 
arrangements will be made to provide access to such records within 45 days. 
 
 

Attendance Procedures 
 

Attendance Policy 
Any student, whose absence from scheduled instruction exceeds ten percent of the possible 
days of attendance in a course and who does not make up the assignment(s) can fail that 
course.  (A passing grade for a course(s) determines promotion to the next grade level.)  For 
the purpose of this policy, three occurrences of tardiness and/or early departures of ten 
minutes or more will constitute an absence from the class(es) that are missed. 
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Tardy/Late Arrival:  A student is tardy if they arrive to homeroom after 8:05 a.m. 
Students arriving late to school should enter through the main entrance and report to the 
attendance office to sign in. A note, signed by a parent/guardian should accompany 
the student, along with the reason for being late. Failure to bring a note the day you 
are tardy may result in detention. In addition, multiple tardy occurrences may also 
result in disciplinary consequences.  
 
Absence: Any day that their child is absent, parents should call the Main Office at 
677-3559.  Please call early in the morning. 
 

     Notes upon Return:  A note signed by a parent or guardian is required for all absences.  
     Students should submit their notes to the attendance office.  

 
-Within two (2) days of an absence you must bring a note from home, which states 
the reason for your absence.  The note must be signed and include, the dates of your 
absence and a telephone number where your parent(s)/guardian can be reached to 
confirm your excuse.  If an excuse is not brought in, the absence will remain illegal in 
the student’s attendance record. 
-If you know that you will be absent in advance, a prearranged absence note should 
be brought to the attendance office as soon as possible in advance of the dates of 
absence.  This note must also contain the reason(s) for absence and a parental contact 
number. 

 
Vacation: Students who will be on vacation during the school year must pick up vacation 
forms from the Main Office before they leave for vacation.  One form needs to be signed 
by a parent/guardian and the other form is used to obtain missed work from teachers.  
Vacations are considered illegal absences.  
 
Early Release:  Should the need to leave school early arise, the student should submit a 
note, signed by a parent/guardian, to the attendance clerk during homeroom. An early 
dismissal pass will be issued to the student to leave class for the appointed time.  

 

Arrival/Dismissal 
 
Homeroom 
Your assigned homeroom is the point at which you start your day.  In the morning, 
attendance is taken, announcements are made, materials may be distributed or collected, or 
special activities may take place.   
 
Homeroom period is from 7:50 a.m. – 8:10 a.m.  Students entering homeroom after 8:10 a.m.  
will be marked tardy to school. Upon entering the building during the homeroom period, go 
directly to your locker, gather the materials you will need for the morning and report to your 
homeroom. Students who arrive to school and do not report to homeroom will be 
marked absent. The computer system pulls attendance from homeroom. We do not 
want erroneous calls made home because a child chose to skip homeroom. 
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Getting to and From School 
Students who need to walk to and from school must observe the following rules:   

a) Provide a signed parent note to the Main Office granting the student permission to 
walk.  

b) Respect the property and homes in our school neighborhood 
c) Cross Center Road with the crossing guard.  Students are expected to watch for 

directions from the guard and follow them immediately.  Be polite to the guard, he 
(she) is there to help you. 

 
Those who ride bicycles to school will find a bicycle rack in the front of the building near the 
main entrance.  Your bicycle must be locked and should not be placed in any location other 
than the bicycle rack.                                                                                                                    

Skateboards, Scooters and Roller blades are not allowed on school property. 
 

Communication  
 
 
Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) 
A strong partnership between the home and school is needed if quality education is to be 
provided to all children.  Parents and teachers, working together, can reinforce each other’s 
efforts.  Without this cooperation neither the parent nor the teacher can be fully effective. 
 
In addition to chaperoning school activities, the PTO makes possible a number of assemblies, 
field trips, student awards, and family oriented activities.  Thanks to their generosity, 
students are provided with this Student Planner at no cost to the student.  Please thank 
members of the PTO when you see them in our school. 
 

Communication with Teachers 
The faculty and staff of East Middle welcome year-long dialogue with parents.  Open 
communication helps teachers better understand the educational needs of their students 
and families. 

 Communicate early and often with teachers 
 Discuss concerns with your child before and after talking with the teacher. Young 

adolescents often leave out specific details when retelling the events of the day. 
Often, issues can be resolved by understanding all sides of the story. 

 Include child’s name, your name, and daytime contact information in all 
correspondence. 

 

Email 
Teachers use email regularly as a means of communicating with parents. This is the first line 
of communication for parents wishing to contact a teacher. Email is recommended for 
addressing brief questions or concerns as a means of setting up a telephone or personal 
conference with a teacher. Email correspondence should include the child’s name and the 
parent’s name as well as daytime contact information. All teachers have an email account 
with the school. The general form for email addresses is first initial last 
name@wscschools.org. For example, John Smith’s email would be jsmith@wscschools.org. 
Exact email address can be found by accessing the District Staff Directory online. 
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Voicemail 
All teachers have voicemail access. When leaving a message for a teacher, it is recommended 
to include the student’s name, parent’s name, daytime contact information and the nature of 
the concern. 
 
Teacher Websites 
Information about homework as well as parent and student resources can be located on 
individual websites. Websites are as individual as classrooms and provide information in a 
manner that best suits the subject matter as well as the learning needs of the students in the 
class.  Specific teacher websites can be accessed through searching Teacher Web Pages via 
Schools/East Middle or by searching the District Staff Directory online. 

  

School Supplies 
Each team, as well as special area teachers (art, music, etc.), has suggested supplies for the 
school year.  Please refer to our East Middle website.  
 
 

Student Support Services    
 

Student Support Center  
The East Middle Student Support Center provides service and support to both students and 
parents. Some of the student services include: academic support, social/emotional support, 
facilitating student groups for different adolescent issues, career education and exploration, 
organizational assistance, classroom guidance activities and High School 
scheduling/planning.  The services provided for parents can include organization of 
progress reports and report cards, parent conferences, acting as a contact person at school, 
assisting in communication between home and the teachers, providing variety of parent 
information nights and as a source of information on community resources or agencies. 
 

 Conferences:  To request a parent-teacher conference, please call the Student 
Support Center at 677-3537 and arrangements will be made. Conferences can be 
scheduled any day of the week from 2:30 p.m. until 3:00 p.m., but may be held at other 
times if necessary.  Every attempt will be made to have all teachers present. 

 
 Homework during absences:  When a student is absent for only one day, it is his or 

her responsibility to obtain the work done in class by contacting a classmate or the 
teacher involved. For absences of two or more days, please call the Student Support 
Center at 677-3537 first thing in the morning, and arrangements will be made to 
collect your assignments.  Please remember that it is the student’s responsibility to 
keep up with assignments and to complete all work. Assignments may be picked up 
in the Main Office after 2:30 p.m. 

 
 Working Papers: In order to be employed (paper route, part-time job), it is 

necessary to file working papers for employment.  Applications are available in the 
Student Support Center.  

 

http://www.wscschools.org/staff_directory.cfm
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School Counselors  
School counselors take a proactive approach to assist students in many areas such as 
academic difficulties, behavioral issues, scheduling needs, conflict resolution, bully 
prevention, social skills transitional periods, problems outside of school, career exploration, 
and high school planning.  

 
 Mrs. AnnMarie Canaple • Counselor for 6th grade students. 
 Mr. Warren Yokom • Counselor for 7th  grade students.  
 Mrs. Leanna Parzych • Counselor for 8th grade students. 

 
Social Worker  
Dr. Christopher Scozzaro • 677-3536 
The school social worker provides confidential individual and group counseling for fifth, 
sixth, seventh, and eighth graders, teacher/parent consultation, and participates in the 
Response to Intervention Team. Within a safe and supportive environment, the school social 
worker helps student and their families navigate through adolescence and challenging life 
situations.  
 
School Psychologist  
Mrs. Danielle Hubbard • 677-3566 The school psychologist utilizes training in both 
psychology and education to collaborate with parents, teachers, and other mental health 
professionals to create a safe, healthy learning environment. The school psychologist is 
trained in mental health, child development, learning, behavior and motivation.  
 
Library Media Center 
Mrs. Rosalia Carraba LMS • 677-3545 
The East Middle School Library provides a vast assortment of books, reference materials, 
and online databases that support the curriculum. Databases, including eBooks, may be 
accessed from the district webpage-click on Schools, then Library Media Center, then Online 
Resources.  Teachers schedule classes in the library for research projects and students are 
welcome to come from an Academic Support to read, study, or research. Visit the Library 
Media Center webpage at https://www.wscschools.org/domain/2372 
 
 

Health Office          
 

Health Office 
A full-time registered nurse staffs our school Health Office, Mrs. Rebecca Boxler.  Unless it 
is an emergency, a pass is needed to come to the Health Office.   
 

Medication Policy:  If it is necessary to take medication during school hours (including 
Tylenol, aspirin, or any other “over-the-counter” medication), New York State Education Law 
requires a Doctor’s prescription.  The supply of medication (in the prescription container) is 
to be brought to the nurses’ office by the parent/guardian.  Medication forms may be 
obtained in the Health Office (Mrs. Boxler, 677-3564). 
 

https://www.wscschools.org/domain/2372
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Physical Examinations are also required for students in grade 7, for returning and all 
new students.  These physicals may be done by your private physician or the school 
physician. Physical examination forms signed by the student’s own doctor are due by mid-
October.  Failure to do so will result in the student being scheduled for their physical by our 
school physician. 

 
Immunizations: Including TDAP must be up to date prior to entering grade 6. 

 
 

Cafeteria      
 

Lunches may be purchased or brought from home.  Students may purchase milk, ice cream, 
and snacks. Lunch charges are available for emergencies, and must be repaid the next day. 
We encourage parents to prepay lunches. Applications for free and reduced lunches may be 
returned at any time to the main office. For further information, call the Food Services Office 
at 677-3543. 
 

Athletics and Extracurricular Activities 
 

Physical Education 
All students are required to participate in physical education classes.  Classes are scheduled 
in the gym, pool, on our athletic fields or on the Project Adventure Course.  Students may be 
excused from Physical Education for one (1) day only with a note from your parent.  This 
excuse must contain the date and the reason for not participating. A medical excuse from 
your doctor will be necessary for a long-term excuse from physical education classes.  This 
excuse must be presented to the nurse during morning homeroom. Alternatives assignments 
will be given during the period in which the student is excused. 
 
Due to curriculum requirements, missed swim classes must be made up each semester. 
In order to participate properly and safely in physical education classes, proper dress is 
essential.  Needed are: an appropriate swimsuit, towel, shorts/sweat pants, socks, and 
sneakers.  Your physical education teachers will discuss this with you. 

 
Interscholastic Sports 
Beginning in grade 7, you are eligible to try out for a variety of sports offered during seasonal 
times.  Students may be removed from interscholastic sports for behavioral or academic 
reasons.  You may not participate in an interscholastic sport unless you participate in 
Physical Education.  To participate in an interscholastic sport is a privilege NOT A 
RIGHT. 

Athletic Department Policies:  The Athletic Department webpage contains all of the 
applicable policies as they relate to student athletes in grades 7-12. If your student is 
participating in interscholastic sports, please review the policies with your athlete as 
there are updated policies for the upcoming school year.  

https://www.wscschools.org/domain/1292 
 

https://www.wscschools.org/domain/1292
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Sports Physicals:  All students intending to participate in Interscholastic Sports must 
have a physical examination performed by our School Medical Personnel.  Private 
Doctors’ physicals are not acceptable for Sports Physicals, unless they are school 
medical personnel. 

 

Honor Society 
East Middle is a member of the National Junior Honor Society.  The West Seneca East Middle 
School Chapter inducts new members from the 7th and 8th grade classes at a ceremony held 
each year in the spring.  Students are inducted into the NJHS based on Scholarship, Character, 
Citizenship, Leadership and Service.  The purpose of the society is to promote these five 
ideals by; Encouraging others to aspire to scholarly habits, to develop qualities of citizenship, 
to enlist in worthy service, to lead in those things which shall advance the welfare of our 
school, and to gain qualities of character.  The faculty nominates students for membership in 
the NJHS.  The nomination is based on high scholastic averages as well as the other four ideals 
of the society.  Students are informed of their eligibility in early spring.  In addition to 
activities within the school, candidates for induction into the NJHS are required to complete 
an application detailing the community service/groups in which they are active members.  
Examples:  Girl Scouts, Y.E.S. (Youth Engaged in Service).  

Performance Groups 
East Middle has several musical performance groups, Band, Orchestra and, Chorus.  These 
groups rehearse either prior to the start of the day, during the school day or after school.  
Being that these groups are graded classes, which count in the overall average the following 
applies: 

 All concerts are mandatory 
 Failure to attend lessons or rehearsals are considered a cut class 

 
Clubs and Activities 
Students will not be allowed to participate in any extracurricular activities (athletic events, 
dances, etc.) taking place on the day they are absent or suspended from school. Students may 
be removed from sports, clubs and activities based on their need for academic assistance or 
due to behavior. 
 

School Dances/Activity Nights 
1. Student must attend school the day of the dance/activity. 
2. School rules and dress code apply to the dance/activity.   
3. Only East Middle students may attend. 
4.   Tickets for school dances are pre-sale ONLY and can be purchased during lunch  

               periods. 

 
Class Day 
Class Day is a special event for the 8

th

grade that includes an awards assembly, luncheon, and 
yearbook signing.  Fund raising is done by 8th grade students to assist with the cost.  Students 
who are failing, have been suspended in the 6 weeks prior to Class Day, who have 
outstanding debts, or who have not participated in the fundraising may be denied the 
privilege to attend Class Day Activities.  During the Class Day activities, proper dress 
and behavior is expected.  
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Emergency Drills 
Fire & Lock Down Drills 
We are required to conduct 12 emergency drills consisting of fire and lock down drills, 
during the school year.  In case of a fire drill, or other emergency, the signal to evacuate the 
building will be a continuous sounding of the fire bell.  There is an evacuation plan posted in 
each room.  Please remember to: 

1.  Walk in line 
2.  Remain silent 
3.  Listen for directions 
4.  Please assist your teacher in making sure: windows are closed, lights are off and  
           the door is shut          
5.  Move quickly 
 

 
Evacuation Routes and Emergency Plans are located on or near the door in every room. 
 

General/Miscellaneous Information 
 

Bookstore 
The bookstore is open during various times throughout the school day. School supplies, 
including sketchpads for art class, and special items will be sold during these times. Our 
bookstore is located near the library of the 5/6 wing.  
 

Fund Raising and Sales 
Only school related fund raising is allowed in school buildings.  Students may not participate 
in fund raising from outside sources inside the school building or on school grounds. 
 

Lost and Found  
Any items found should be turned in to the lost and found areas are located on a table outside 
the main gym or the locker rooms.  Items of substantial value should be turned in to the Main 
Office.  These items are retained for a short period of time before being donated to charity. 
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West Seneca East Middle School 
Faculty and Staff 

 

Main Office  
Dr. Sharon Loughran • Principal Special Education 
Mr. Ryan MacKellar • Assistant Principal Mrs. Kim Bonuito 
TBD• Senior Clerk Mrs. Holly Cellino 
Mrs. Diana Kowalewski • Clerk Mrs. Jennifer Cullen 
Mrs. Kathy Redfern • Clerk Mrs. Elizabeth Jankowiak 
  Mrs. Christine Michalek 
Nurse Ms. Cheryl Mesch 

Mrs. Rebecca Boxler  Mrs. Andrea Phillips 

Mrs. Barbra Surowiec Mrs. Kelly Powley  
 Mrs. Brittany Siergiej 
Counseling Center 
Mrs. Ann Marie Canaple • Counselor  
Mrs. Leanna Parzych • Counselor 
Mr. Warren Yokom • Counselor 

Ms. Cathy Wagner 

Mrs. Kristy Rivera 

 

Mrs. Danielle Hubbard • Psychologist Speech 

Dr. Chris Scozzaro • Social Worker 
Mrs. Mari Garry  
Mrs. Rebecca Embree 

Mrs. Laurie-Jean Stachowiak • Clerk  

 Art 

Physical Education &Health Ms. Mischelle Sharpe  
Mr. Jason Overton  Mrs. Karen Zelak 
Mr. Troy Almeter    

Mr. James Maisano  Music 

Mrs. Veronica Sprague  Mrs. Charlene Brooks   

 
Mr. Patrick Fay 
 

Family & Consumer Sciences Ms. Mary Palmer 

Mrs. Stacey Lutman Mrs. Kristen Pomietlarz  

Ms. Jocelyn Walsh  
 

 

Technology Library Media Specialist 

Mr. John McNeight Mrs. Rosalia Carraba 

Mr. Ryan Szpylman   

  Reading Specialist 
LOTE Mrs. Melinda Andolina 
Ms. Jessica Matthews • French   Mrs. Julie Mouser 
Mrs. Hodur  • French  
Mrs. Linda Hopkins • Spanish ENL 
Mrs. Deanna Newberry • Spanish Mrs. Chelsea Nowak 
 Mrs. Lauren Smith 
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Team 5 Green      Team 5 Gold 

Mrs. Patricia Modleski  • Math/Science   Mrs. Jillian Switek  • Science/Math 

Mrs. Thomas DiCarlo • ELA/Social Studies  Mrs. Kristen Coleman  • ELA  

Mrs. Cheryl Lane • ELA    Mrs. Megan Eppolito • Math/ELA 

       Mr. Raymond Ball • Social Studies/ELA 

   

Team 6 Green      Team 6 Gold 

Mr. Mike Buckenroth • Math     Mrs. Jodie Nuwer   • Math   

Mrs. Rae Zimmerman  • Science    Mr. James Grover   • Science 

Mrs. Lynn O’Connor   • ELA     Dr. Carol Angiers  • ELA  

Mrs. Christa Danner • Social Studies   Mrs.  Julie Schneggenburger • Social Studies 

          

Team 7 Green      Team 7 Gold 

Mrs. Colleen Meszaros  • Math    Mrs. Debbie Wisniewski  • Math 

Mrs. Rebecca Jubulis  • Science   Mrs. Kim Zybczynski   • Science 

Mrs. Nancy Blaszak   • ELA    Mrs. Lisa Leahy   • ELA 

Mr. Scott Frank  • Social Studies   Mr. Paul Glieco   • Social Studies  

    

Team 8 Green      Team 8 Gold 

Mr. Brian Cox   •  Math    Mr. Matthew Matla   •  Math 

Mr. Emilio Mancino  •  Science   Mrs. Elissa Gianadda   •  Science 

Mrs. Katie DiLoro  •  ELA    Mrs. Jennifer Stermer  • ELA 

Mr. Mike Lake   •  Social Studies   Mr. Dave Papke                             • Social Studies   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



24 
East Middle School 

 
West Seneca East Middle School 

 
Student Handbook  

 
Parent/Student Acknowledgement Form 

 
 
Student’s Name          ______ 
   Please Print 
 

Homeroom   ____   Grade_______________ Team________________________ 
      
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Please review the Student Handbook and sign this sheet in the space indicated at the bottom.  
Return this signed form to your child’s homeroom teacher. 
 
Your signature at the bottom of this form confirms the statements listed below: 
 
I have reviewed the following information contained in the Student Handbook: 

1. Student Code of Conduct 
2. Student Discipline 
3. Student Dress Code 
4. Grading and Promotion Policies 
5. School Services and Procedures 
6. General Procedures 

 
Equal Opportunity 
 
I also understand that the school will provide every student with equal educational 
opportunities regardless of race, color, creed, sex, national origin, religion, age, economic 
status or disability.  No student will be excluded on such basis from participating in or having 
access to any course offerings, student athletics, counseling services, employment assistance, 
extracurricular activities or other school resources. Inquiries regarding compliance with 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1072 and Section 504 may be directed to the 
Superintendent of Schools, 675 Potters Road, West Seneca N.Y. 14224.  
Telephone:  677- 3100. 
 

Your signature acknowledges the fact that you have reviewed and understand the EMS policies and 

procedures noted in the Student Handbook. Please return to your child’s homeroom teacher. 
 

Parent Name: _________________________________________________________ 
   Please Print 

 
Parent Signature:              Date: _________________ 
 
 
Student Signature:          Date: _________________ 
 


